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Association to Raise Dues

Worcester Memorial

At the Board of Governors Meeting in Worcester, Ma..
on November 10, 1990, the Board voted to increase the
Association's membership dues. As a member of the
Board I voted in favor of the motion. Subsquent to the
meet several members of the Association have approached me and have inquired as to the necessity for an increase in the dues. In this letter I shall attempt to explain
the rationale behind my affirmative vote.
I and the other members of
the Board acted on the recommendation of the Finance Committee which met in September
1990 at the National Reunion in
Orlando, Fla. The Finance
Committee had the responsibility of recommending a
budget for 1991. To accomplish
this task the committee began
by reviewing the Association's
Financial transactions for the
prior year. During the review it
soon became apparent that the
Association's expenses were
exceeding its income and that
the deficit was being filled by
emergency transfers from both
the Capital Fund and the
Memorial Fund; transfers
which would eventually have to
be repaid. Based on the information before them the
members of the Finance Committee reached the conclusion
that the Association faced a
similar deficit in 1991;
therefore, the Committee
recommended that the Board of
Governors take action to
eliminate the deficit by approving and increase in the annual
dues. The Finance Committee's
report was published in the
Aug-Sept 1990 issue of the "Octofoil" .
SEVERAL FACTORS
Several factors must be considered when passing j u dgment on the Board's decision to
raise the dues - the sources of
the Association's income and
the nature of the association's
expenses. Only three sources of
income are available for
meeting operating expenses;
namely, Dividends from invested capital funds, profits
from the annual reunion and
dues. The capital funds are invested in two very conservative
funds Scudder Stevens Income
Fund and CGM <formerly
Loomis Sayles). For the past 25
years these funds have traded
within a narrow price range experiencing neither spectacular
gains nor deep losses; the total
dividends from both funds
averaged between $4,000 and
$5,000 per year. Profits from
the annual reunion are uncertain as they depend on many
factors, attendance, costs at the
reunion site and the amount of
amenities provided to the attendees at the reunion. In 1990
the Association was fortunate
in that the 1989 New York Reunion generated a profit of
$3,000, such a profit is the exception rather than the rule.
Reunion profits cannot be
depended upon as a reliable
source for operating funds.
Membership in the Association
has remained constant for
several years and has even experienced a slight increase in
the past year, hopefully this
trend will continue for the next
several years and the dues will
provide a steady source of income.

1991 Reunion

MANY SUGGESTIONS
Many suggestions have been
offered for overcoming our
operating deficit. It has been
suggested that the capital funds
be invested in ventures which
might provide better returns;
however, in today's uncertain
and volatile financial m~kets
such a change could prove to be
hazardous. Such a step should
not be taken without expert
financial advice, and such advice is not' available to the
Board at the present time.
Some members have proposed
charging a registration fee at
the Annual Reunion with the fee
going to meet the Association's
operating expenses; other
members oppose such a fee
believing that it amounts to a
penalty on the members who
sacrificed to attend the Reunion. The Board considered
these and many other factors
and reached the conclusion that
the only equitable way to
alleviate the deficit problem
was to increase the annual
dues.
ALTERNATIVE
The alternative to increasing
revenues is to cut expenses.
Postal fees and the publication
of five issues of the "Octofoil
account for 60% of the
operating budget; the other
40% is devoted to the administrative costs necessary to
conduct the business affairs of
an Association having approximately 2,500 members. It has
been suggested that expenses
could be cut by reducing the
number of issues of the "Octofoil". Time and time again
the membership has rejected
this proposal. Many of the
Association's members are not
fortunate enough to attend the
annual reunion and the "Octofoil" is their only link with
their old buddies. These
members look forward to
receiving the paper and would
be disappointed if the number
of issues were reduced. When
consideration is given to the
number of hours each year that
the Secretary devotes to the Affairs of the Association, it
becomes readily apparent that
the Association is getting the
Secretary's services at rockbottom prices and that there is
no room for cuts in that part of
the operating budget.
The foregoing is a brief
description of some of the
items that I considered before
deciding to vote for the raise in
the yearly dues. At the present
time our Association is not in
financial difficulty' however I
believe it would be' prudent f~r
the officers and members of the
·Assocation to take a more active interest in the Financial Affairs of the Association so that
such difficulties can be avoided
in the future.
Sincerely,
Walter J. O'Keeffe
ECo.47thlnf.

Milwaukee

The 46th Annual Memorial
Mass and Service for the 4581
men of the 9th Infantry Division
who died in combat in W.W.II,
and for those who have since
followed, was held on Sunday,
November 11th at the Immaculate Conception Church in
Worcester, Massachusetts.
For the majority who attend.ed, Saturday was a traveling
day, a cold, miserable, rainy,
foggy Saturday, and yet they
came from California, North
Dakota, Michigan, Florida,
Pennsylvania, New York, New
Jersey, Connecticut, Maine and
many parts of Massachusetts.
Yes, those who are still able are
answering the call, the call that
went out from Father Edward
Connors 46 years ago, "Stay
together, pray together and
always remember our beloved
dead."
We were fortunate that the
young priest, Father John
Hellier, who celebrated our
Memorial Mass, was attuned to
our feelings and his sermon expressed all that we felt in our
hearts. George Brown and
Adolph Wadalavage acted as
color guards and we stood at attention while the sound of
"Taps"
stirred
many
memories.. Our voices are still
strong as the choir led us in the.
national anthem. We filed out of
the church to the strains of
"The Battle Hymn of the
Republic."
At the outdoor service
Herbert Olsen and Vincent
Guglielmino, who both lost
brothers in W.W. II, placed the
Octofoil wreath on our
memorial in honor of our dead.
The luncheon at the Sheraton
Lincoln was attended by about
180 people, a goodly number
after so many years. We followed the usual format: lunch, announcements, speeches, the
drawing of names for a variety
of prizes and on our way home
by 3: 00 p.m. Farewell, until
another year.
November weather in
Worcester is seldom good and
many of the men expressed the
desire to have the Memorial
Mass at an earlier date. The
47th Annual Memorial Mass
and Service will be held on Sunday, october 20th, 1991. I know
that those who can will answer
the call, "Always remember our
beloved dead."
Also the members of the N.E.
Chapter wish to extend their
deepest sympathy to the family
of Chick Lewis who died on
November 3, 1990 after a long
illness.
Ron Murphy 15th Engs.
44 Strawberry Lane
Scituate, MA 02066
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Reunion Hotel Reser",ation
September 19-21, 1991
Grand Milwaukee Hotel, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
.Room reservations for the Fortysixth Annual Reunion of the
N10th Infantry Division Association must be made directly with
the Grand Milwaukee Hotel. The hotel's address is: 4747 South
Howell Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53207. The hotel's telephone
number~ ar~: 1-806-558-3762 outside Wisconsin, and (414)
481-8000 10 Wisconsin.
~he room rates for the Reunion are: $65.00 for Single, Double,
Trlpl~ or QU~d, plus $7.80 tax. A full deposit for the first night or
a major credit card number, with expiration date, is required to
reserve a room.

"

The Hotel will extend the
same group rate to members of
the Association attending the
Reunion for two days prior
and/or two days following the
Reunion arrival and departure
dates of September 19 and 21,
1991, based on availability.
The rooms set aside by the
Hotel for the Reunion will not
be held after the cut off date of
August 21, 1991. So, reserve
your room before that date.
The hotel requires twentyfour hours notice for a room
cancellation. If you cancel your
room reservation, obtain a cancellation number from the
Reservation Department by
calling either number stated
above.
A ROOM RESERVATION
FORM, is printed in the Octofoil for your use.
The Grand Milwaukee Hotel
has a total of 511 rooms, 250 of
those have been set aside for
the Ninth Infantry Division Association. To be sure of a room,
reserve early, if room reservations exceed 250, you cannot be
assured accommodations in the
Hotel.
The Grand Milwaukee Hotel
.has complimentary Limousine
service between the Hotel and
Airport 24 hours per day. It is
less than five minutes from the
Terminal of Milwaukee's Mitchell International Airport to

the Hotel. There is a courtesy
(free) telephone in the Airport
baggage pickup area where you
may call the Grand Milwaukee
Hotel for the free Hotel
Limousine.
Members driving to the Reunion may park free at the
Hotel. There are parking
spaces outside each section of
the hotel, near your room. In
driving take Interstate 94 and
leave at Exit 318, toward the
Airport. Drive east to Howell
Avenue, (Route 38) and turn
North on South Howell Avenue.
After leaving 1-94 stay in the
right lane and follow the signs.
The hotel is on the West, (left),
side of the street. Please see the
diagram printed in the Octofoil.
The Grand Milwaukee Hotel
is 100% Board certified for handicapped guests. Members
reserving rooms who need handicap facilities should indicate
that on the room reservation
form. Also, you may request a
first floor room, or room above
the first floor. The hotel will fill
your requests if possible.
Hospitality rooms are availa~le for $100.00 per night, and
WIth an adjoining bedroom for
$165.00. Reservations for
hospitality (CP) rooms should
be made directly with the hotel.

Request for Medals
of World War II
From time to time one of our
members will inquire where he
may receive medals from his
time with the Ninth. For those
interested write to: U.S. Army
Reserve Personnel Center,
Attn: DARP-PAS-EAW, 9700
Page Blvd., St. Louis, Mo.
63132-5200.

Your request should include
your serial number, date and
place- of b~th, of course your
full name, address, then and
present, the dates served in the
Army and by all means a copy
of your separation document
(DD Form 214).

~

.../
•.

• ....
The Editors of the Octofoil are gratefu' to all
those who sent the
beautiful Christmas
cards and wishes for the
New Year. We would
like to wish all the
me m be r san d the i r
families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year and to our Jewish
members and families a
Happy Hannukah.

Placing of the Wreath at the Worcester Memorial. Shown left to
right: Herb Olsen whose brother Jerry was KIA in Normandy
and Vincent Guglielmino whose brother Felix also KIA in
France. Both_ members of the 47th Infantry. Standing next to
Vincent is Larry McLaughlin and Warren Evans former
members of Co A 47th.
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NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Dan Quinn, National Secretary, 9th Infantry Division Assn. 412
Gregory Ave., Weehawken, New Jersey 07087
Enclosed please find dues for:
Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Serial No

.

Street Address

.

City

Zone

State

.

I was a member of:
Battery

Company

Regiment.

9th Div

.

I wish to sign up for the following:
Regular Member per year

$10.000
··············

Sustaining Member
Donation Memorial Scholarship Fund
THREE-YEAR MEMBER
Life Membership
Ladies Auxiliary Member
Decals
60th Hist.
Please credit the following chapter:
Philly-Delaware Valley
Illinois
New England
Florida

o
o
o

T~exas

o

0
$25.000
···· $75.000
, $ 2.000
50- each
$ 2.50 (inc!. post.)

Greater New York
Washington, D.C.
Michigan
O· New Jersey

o

o
o

o

INFLATION - CATCHES-UP
Due to the superb management and the investing of our funds
over the years, our dues and donations has kept our great
association paper, the OCTOFOIL, coming to our mailbox. Now
after all the increases in postage and other expenses involved
with any home, business etc., the monster, INFLATION, has
caught up to us but we do have a choice. We can continue to withdraw from our capital funds and investments or raise our dues
so your board of governors very reluctantly voted for an increase in our dues to keep the association solvent, keeping in
mind that postal rates are expected to increase again in a short
while. The new rates are as follows.
1 year from $5.00 to $10.00
3 years from $13.00 to $25.00
Life membership from $50.00 to $75.00.
It is also requested that anyone who can send a donation to the
cause to please do so to tide us over till the new rates start to
come in. Just look at anything you buy any day of the week, and
you'll agree that even the new rates are a bargain.
Please note, any member who can't afford membership inoUl
association please, please let Dan Quinn know and he will keep
your name confidential and the OCTOFOIL will continue to find
your address. Thank you for your cooperation.
Henry Santos
Past President

MILWAUKEE: A bird's eye
view...
lf you could rise to the rooftop
of one of Milwaukee's new
downtown structures to get the
best view of our community
first you'd see an expanse of
tree tops - green, clean, and
inviting - broken only by tal,ler
office buildings and an amazmg
crop of church steeples.
Looking, east you'd see
Milwau_kee's lakefront - a
sanctuary for residents; a mecca for visitors - the site of
Henry W. Maier Festival park,
home
to
Summerfest,
'Winterfest, and a whole host of
ethnic festivals, and weekend
celebrations.
Then you'd see the War
Memorial Center, home to the
Milwaukee Art Museum and its
stunning collection of contemporary art. You'd also see sailboats and kites, folks on
bicycles, on roller skates a?? on
picnics, you'd also see spIrIted
sunbathers and windsurfers
along 23 miles of unadulterated
lake shore.
Looking about, you'd see the
Milwaukee River, which unifies
cosmopolitan life as it
meanders from the lakefront
festival park to the Milwaukee
Center Theater District and
beyond, offering its reflection
of our city's beauty and excitement to those strolling along its
riverwalks, dining aboard its
riverboats, or relaxing along its
landscaped banks.
You'd notice the theater
district because it's comprised
of the new Wyndham Hotel/Milwaukee Center and the Performing Arts Center (PAC)
located just across the street.
Together they boast eight
stages that serve as home to
our symphony orchestra, our
classical ballet, our repertory
theater and opera companies,
and countless other performance groups so richly supported by our community, as
well as an outdoor theater that
stages a variety of free performances all summer long.
Close by yo~'d see the striking kBradley Center. This $70
million gift to the community is
a 20,000 seat state-of-the-art
sports and entertainment complex adjacent to MECCA,
Milwaukee's classy and comfortable Exposition Convention
Center & Arena.
Looking west you'd see Milwaukee County Stadium, attracting folks from miles
around for world-renown
tailgate parties and American
League baseball ...
And you'd see the world class
Milwaukee County Zoo, a
natural habitat home to 3500
species of predator and prey,
consistently ranked among the
top 10 zoos in the country.
Taking a closer look you'd see
neighborhoods (every great city has them! ), alive with colorful histories and distinct
architecture, warm people and
family businesses, intense artists
and
tantalizing
restaurants, not to mention
stimulating
nightlife.
Milwaukee has three such
neighborhoods listed on the National Register of Historic
Landmarks, and many others
that are an eclectic blend of the
old and new.
At that point you'd want to
come down from that rooftop
and partake of the pleasure that
await you here in our congenial
community - indeed a GREAT
place on a Great Lake!
60th Inf. K Co.
JOS. ELFMAN
6124 N. Rockwell
Chicago, n. 60659

Would like to hear from any
of my buddies who were with
"K" Co. from Oct.. 13, 1944 to
Mar. 11th 1945. Especially Tony
Leus Dodd from Texas, Tony
Iacona from Chester, Penna.
Hope to see you at the convention in Milwaukee next year.

PRE-REGISTRATION PROCEDURE
Fortysixth Annual Reunion
september 19-21, 1991
Pre-Registration for All-Event (Strip) Tickets will be a
feature of the Fortysixth Annual Reunion t~ be held at t~e Gra?d
Milwaukee Hotel, September 19-21, 1991, MIlwaukee, WIsconsIn.
The procedure to Pre-Register is as follow~:
1. Fill out the Pre-Registration Form prOVIded below.
2. Write a check or money order to The Illinois Chapte~ Ninth
Infantry Division Association for the full amount of the tickets.
3. Mail the Pre-Registration Form and the check or money
order to: Michael Belmonte, 1161 South Lombard Avenue, Oak
Park, Illinois 60304.
.
4. Upon receiving the form and check or money order, a Confirmation Card-Receipt will be mailed to the member - sender.
5. The Confirmation Card-Receipt must be presented at the
Reunion Pre-Registration Desk to pick up the tickets, program,
and registration packet.
6. Cancellation of Pre-Registration will be honored for a.full
refund received before or on September 10, 1991. Cancellations
received after September 10, will have a partial refund.
7. To cancel a Pre-Registration, contact Michael Belm~nte at
the above address, or telephone (708) 386-7865 prIOr to
September 15, 1991. After September 15, call the Grand
Milwaukee Hotel and leave a ,·message to Mike.. The ~ot~1
Telephone numbers are: 1-800-558-3862 outside of WISCOnSIn, 10
Wisconsin call (414) 481-8000.
.
8. To assure a ticket for the Thursday Welcome Party, the FrIday Dance, and the Saturday Banquet-Dance, PRE-REGISTER
now.
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Fortysixth Annual Reunion
September 19-21, 1991
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
NAME

_

ADDRESS,

CITY

_

TELEPHONE: (

STATE----ZIP
UNIT IN THE 9tht

---

GUEST NAME(S)

_
_

All-Event (Strip) Tickets: Quantity_at $45.00 each, Total $Please check if you are a Gold Star Wife ,or a Member's Widow

~

yrana 9tli[wauf<!e

(HOTEL!
"Wisconsin's Largest Sports & Conference Center"
Name of Group
Date(s) of Function
Last Name

NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
September 19-21 ..19.?!
_

Address
State

Zip Code

First

_

City

_

Daytime Phone (_ _ )

Additional Names of Guests Sharing Accommodations,
Last Name

_

First

_

Last Name

_

First

_

First

Last Name

SINGLE, DOUBLE,
TRIPLE, QUAD
S65.00
0
S . - . Tax

7,.

'D

Please Check Type of Room
All prices are subject to state and local taxes.
One Person - $
0 Two People - $

S. . . . . TotaI7.:1.fl)Reservations must be received

by cut-off date.
. ..
Reservation requests received after cut-off date ~re subject to space avallablhty.
For Suite accommodations. please contact Hotel direct. Contact Hotel if confirmation is not received in ten days.

Cut Off Date: August 21, 1991

4747 South Howell Avenue. Milwaukee. Wisconsin 53207
• Telephone 14141481·8000 or Toll Free I·BOO-558-3862

Arrival Date

_

Departure Date'

_

Time of Arrival

A.M./P.M.

CHECK·IN TIME - 2:00 P.M.
CHECK-OUT TIME - 12:00 NOON
To reserve accommodations, a full deposit for 1st
night or a major credit card number (invalid unless
expiration date is included) is required.
Guaranteed By:.

0

Credit Card'

0

Check

Deposit $~Single. Double. Triple. Quad

7.11dt)

Type of Card
Card No
Exp. Date

_

Signature

_

PLEASE DON'T BE A NO SHOWI
We require 24 hours notice for cancellalion. Obtain
cancellation number from the Reservation Department if you must cancel this reservation by calling
either number stated above. Thank You.

SPECIAL BULLETIN
TAX INCREASE
Since the hotel room reservation forms were printed the City
of Milwaukee has added a 1%
tax on hotel rooms located in
the city, The Reunion hotel
rooms rates will remain the.
same, $65.00. But, the tax will
increase from $7.15 to $7.80,
making a total of $72.80. The
Grand Milwaukee Hotel has no
control over this matter. They
are required by law to collect
the tax and turn it over to the
City. Sorry.

HOSPITALITY ROOMS (CP's)
The Grand Milwaukee Hotel has six Hospitality Rooms which
are ideal for unit CP's.
The rooms are 20 feet by 30 feet, or 600 square feet. They can
comfortably hold 50 people for a reception type.function.
The Hospitality Rooms contain a wet bar, refrigerator, two
c~uches, chairs, a full bathroom, and closet. They also have two
smgle roll away beds and a 24 inch console color television. All
the Hospitality rooms are located in the International House,
one room on each floor.
. :~e rate for the Hospitality rooms is $100.00 per night. An adJOInIng bedroom can be had for the Reunion special rate of $65.00
for a total of $165.00 plus tax per night. The combined rooms
make an interconnecting suite.
Arrangements for Hospitality Rooms, or Suites, should be
made directly with the Hotel's Reservation Department.

Dead Line For Next Issue Feb 20th
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"Old Reliahles"
Texas' Organi%e

Rlinois News Letter

NEW YORK CHAPTER
REPORT
The Greater New York Area
Chapter met at its regular

We held our November meeting at the Grand Hotel in Mil-

monthly Friday evening com-

waukee. John Clouser came in

mand post at the Masonic Hall,
71 West 23rd Street, N.Y.C. on
November 16, 1990.
This year, members voted
not to hold the annual catered
Christmas party because oUast
year's falling attendance. Instead, the Ninthmen would hold
a shorter monthly meeting on
December 21 and have a
Christmas party in the Masonic
Grill beginning at 9 pm. It was
hoped that many area
members would join in the
festivities, especially if they
had not attended meetings
recently. Prez Lou Almassy
and Emil Langer were to make
the arrangements. (Report on
the holiday activity in the next
Octofom.
Also at the November
meeting, nominations for 1991
N.Y. Chapter officers were
begun and will be concluded
with elections at the December
Christmas party session. At the
meeting on January 18, 1991,
there will be installation of officers.
Correspondence was read
from some of our absent and far
flung comrades and families:
Bertie. Blockly, Carl Winter,
Marty Gill, John Sequela and
Francis Russo's wife (Francis.
is hospitalized.) Well wishes go
out to Francis and other fellow
Ninthmen and their loved ones.
As time goes by, many of our
regular familiar faces are not
showing up at the monthly
meetings, even though there is
plenty of free on-the-street
parking near Masonic Hall for
those who drive. But apparently, aging, health, travel
distances and safety considerations are key reasons for not attending
our
nighttime
meetings. There has been some
discussion now, about the
Michi"an News-aotes possibility of holding our monthly meetings in the daytime.
So another year is coming to
Since most members are
an end. A year of joy and a year
retired, some feel attending
of sorrow. Yes, like all years,
would be less of a hassle than
the good and the bad all mixed
night traveling, especially in
together in too many ways to
the winter months. Daytime
number. This is life and the
mass transportation schedules
hope for better things is found
would offer more convenience
in this season of Advent.
for those members using busses
The Michigan Chapter had a
and trains. More on this issue
good year. The only thing I
will be discuss in following
found wrong is that we are agmeetings.
ing and finding it harder to inAt close of this session we all
spire the troops to get out for
partook of the culinary repast
the meetings. I understand
provided by Art Schmidt. Also,
that, if I didn't have Elmer
Secretary Art Schmidt reminds
Wagner to drive at night, I
those who have not done so, to
would probably be absent at
send him their dues as soon as
roll call also.
possible to 69-20 69th Street
Our Christmas/Meeting ParGlendale, N.Y. 11385-6696.
ty was a success. Thirty three
Make checks payable to The
in attendance. Art and Mary
Greater New York Chapter, 9th
Doering drove over from Alto,
Infantry Division Association.
Mi. It was the first time for
Attending the meeting not
them at a Christmas Party.
mentioned above were: George
Jim and Edith Dawson
Apar, Vincent Guglielmino,
brought their daughtE:r Ruth
Marv Levy, Charlie liBretto,
and her husband Russ Feole.
Dan Quinn, Joe Rzesniowicki,
Bob and Flo DeSandy were
Al Seely, Hermino Suarez,
back from N.C. and joined us.
Adolph Wadalavage and
A business meeting was held
Alphonse Zenka.
only to install officers for 1991.
A happy holiday and good
Bob DeSandy, Past National
health for the new year to all
President and immediate Past
our local and national NinChapter .President instituted
the following men: President,
thmen and families everywhere.
Edwin Wisniewski - 1st Vice
MarvLevy
President, Billie Martin - 2nd
Co. A60th Inf.
Vice President, Tom Hatton 2044 Ellen Drive
Merrick, N.Y. 11566
Secretary, Rodger E. Alsgaard
- Treasurer, Elmer Wagner 60th Inf. F Co.
Adjutant, James Ciluffo FRANK DENNIS
Chaplain, Barney Tobacco RR2 Box 387
Historian, Billie Martin.
Dallas, Pa 18612
There being no further.
Sorry we couldn't attend the
business we adjourned and joinreunion this year. This is the
ed the ladies for the balance of
first reunion we missed in ten
the evening.
years. My wife had a serious
Rodger E. Alsgaard Sec'y.
operation and now is recoverMichigan Chapter
ing slowly.
Ninth Infantry Division
I would like to thank those
Association
from Company F. 60th Infantry
2834 Wynes St.
who signed the card we receivSaginaw, Mi. 48602
ed. I would also like to thank
Cliff Paintu for the information
about the next reunion. See You
1991 Reunion In Milwaulfee All There.

from Michigan to Co-Chair the
meeting with me. We had the
Prestons, Lew Gray, the Gaertners, and the Carpenters from
Wisconsin, the Clarks from Indiana and the Illinois members
included the Andersons, the
EImers and Irma Koskie. We
had an eventful meeting and
the hotel gave a grand tour to
those members who hadn't
been there before. All present
were impressed with the facilities and what the hotel has to
offer us for our reunion in
September. Wanda Preston and
Grace Gaertner were elected to
organize the meeting for the
Ladies Auxiliary. Please see a
letter elsewhere in the Octofoil
for more details.
We held our Holiday Party
last week at the home of the
Hellers. They were most
gracious hosts and everyone enjoyed themselves. We were fortunate in having mild weather
so far this winter and had a
good turnout. We played our
usual white elephant game and
everyone went home with gags
and bags of goodies. The food
and liquid refreshments were
more than adequate as usual
and the troops did justice to all.
We have some snowbirds
leaving for Florida after the
first of the year or close to it.
The Hennemuths are going
down for a few months as well
as the Prestons. The Clousers
will be leaving right after
Christmas for their Florida
home. We will think of them
often as our winter storms start
to set in around that time and
we will all probably want to join
them in the sunshine and
warmth.
We heard from Betty Rumenapp of Michigan this
Christmas. She sends her best
to all the Illinois Members. Betty's late husband, Bob, was an
active member of the Association and it was great hearing
from her again.
Not much more to report for
this issue. We will all be busy
bees from now on working on
making the 46th Annual Reunion in Milwaukee a successful one. Be sure and read the articles elsewhere in this issue on
all that Milwaukee has to offer
for our Members. Remember to
send in your reservations
directly to the hotel and to me
for your strip- ticket reservations.
Respectfully,
Mike and Ann Belmonte
1161 South Lombard Ave.
Oak Park, n. 60304

0'

While in Orlando at the 45th
Reunion, a few Texans met to
discuss the possibility of forming a Texas Chapter of the
Ninth Infantry Division Association. This meeting was
chaired by John Miller of
Arlington with the following
present: Dick Granberry,
Houston; Ken Meyer, Belton;
Bob Rucker, Bryan; and
Ernest J. Botella, San Antonio.
Signature petitions are being
circulated to some 35 known
members of the division in
Texas in anticipation of getting
the required number for developing the structure for a
chapter in the Lone Star State.
Prospects are bright and there
has been much enthusiasm
evidenced by this group. Organizing officers were elected
as follows: President, Pro-tern,
John Miller; Vice-President,
Pro-tern, Robert Burkey;
Public Relations, Bob Rucker;
Publicity: Houston area, Dick
Granberry and San Antonio
area, Ernest Botella. Secretary
Pro-tern: Ken Meyer.
An organizational/chapter
meeting will be scheduled for
March 9, 1991 in Belton, Texas
beginning at 10:30 with a Dutch
lunch during the meeting. Any
members in Texas who served
with the division and members
in Arkansas, Arizona, Colorado, Louisiana, and Oklahoma are asked to contact
Rucker.
A statewide news release is
planned for early 1991 in an additional effort to locate additional former members of the
division who might be interested in joining the group at
the meeting in Belton.
Robert H. Rucker
205 Greenway Drive
Bryan, Texas 77801

NEW JERSEY CHAPTER
The New Jersey Chapter met
on November 7, 1990, at the

Amvets Post in Nutley with Ed
Hopkins presiding. Fifteen
members were in attendance.
Those present requested that
the present officers retain their
posts for the coming year. All
officers graciously accepted
this honor and agreed to serve.
Ed Hopkins, Chapter President, reported on the festivities
in Orlando. Many expressed
their regrets at being unable to
attend the reunion. Hoppie announced that he would be attending the Memorial Service
and Board of Governors meeting in Worcester and prompted
those present to make their
comments and wishes known at
this time so he could convey
them to the board.
We also discussed the possibility of having a dinner some
time in the spring, a dinner to
include members' wives. Vice
president Andy Andriola promised to investigate the possibilities and report back to the
officers and the membership.
The meeting was adjourned
and we enjoyed a lunch catered
by Andy Andriola.
At this time it is my sad duty
to report the demise of two of
our members: Jack Curley of
"A" Company - 39th Infantry
passed away in June 1990, and
Evan Moran of "D" Company
-47th I~fantry departed this
vale of tears September 27,
1990. Evan had been looking
forward with anticipation to
attending the Orlando reunion.
Such was not to be as he died
just a scant week before the
start of the event. I am sure
that the entire association joins
me in expressing our condolences to the loved ones of
these departed warriors.
The wives of two of our members have been frequent
visitors to sick call this past
year: Bette Finnigan and
Marion Slatnick. Also, Frank
Gonzol will soon be entering the
hospital for some needed surgery. We wish all three of these
great people the best of luck at
this time. Hopefully these
hurdles will soon be surmounted.
The officers and members of
the New Jersey Chapter extend
our greetings to all our comrades of the Ninth Division
Association during this joyous
season.
Ed Hoppie Hopkins
110 Hollywood Ave.
Metuchen, N.J. 08840

George Furber, C Bty 60 FA sends photo of Orlando reunion.
Shown l-r: George Thielke, Larry Murray, Bob Tate, RoscoQ
.Shields (center), Loren Hunt (second row), John Omaser (second row), George Furger sitting and Wood Gardella (stooping.
over George).
When was the last til\lf.'you wrote a letter to our MaiICall
Column? Just a postal card would denote your interest
and let some buddy know where you are. You like to read
what other members send in ... why not do your own
part and write a few lines now and then for their enjoy
ment.
.

Dead Line For Next Issue-Feb 20th

ORLANDO REUNION

REPORTS,
COMMENTS AND TRIVIA
Over fifteen months' of
recording reservations, listing
checks for deposits, sending
receipts and all the associated
details that go with making
reservations for a reunion of
this size (without a computer)
was as you may guess, a big,
big job that was estimated to be
much less involved when I
volunteered to take on the
responsibility so as to save our
membership the sales and
room tax as I have done for the
Florida chapter for over five
years but booking almost 400
reservations was nothing like
the 35 or 40 I had been booking
before. It did, however, give me
a foundation, and experience
for the task. A few errors were
made which I was quickly
made aware of, a few which I
caught and corrected. Now if
the hotel will correct it's billing
I can close the books and make
a final report the board of
governors are looking for.
GRATIFYING
A monumental job? Yes,
challenging? Yes, interesting?
Yes, gratifying?, positively!
The joy expressed as buddy
met buddy, some for the first
time since the early 19408, the
greetings, hugs and kisses proved what is said about The
Ninth Infantry Division
Association being family is just
that, family. I urge everyone
who possibly can to attend one
of our reunions as soon as possible to see for yourselves if
you've been among the
AWOLs, go once, you won't
want to miss another. If nothing
else, make it your annual vaction, "it's getting late."
There were a few reservation
goofs that the hotel has to take
credit for like special needs,
(handicap, etc.) and a few
names not being entered into
the computer but most were
corrected to the satisfaction of
the party involved. Reports
have come in that some of the
suites were below expectation
we can't do much about that
now.
EARLY BIRD PRIZES Two days' room, 1st prize - Alex
Forrest, 15th Engrs., 2nd & 3rd
prize Cross pen went to Charles
Johnson, E Co. 47th, and Matt
Szuba; 84th F.A.
REUNION TRIVIA - Furthest distance. Ted Tufford
Ser. Co. 60th Inf., Vancouver:
WA,Most Attendees, 47th regiment & 15th Engr. Btn. About 12
or more 1st timers. About 200
trips to the bank (checks didn't
stay at 9811 overnite except
when delivered late). 386 reservations made, 50 plus cancellations, (at least 7 members passed away after reserving).
About $105,000 sent to
treasurer, Florida, Chapter.
$10,000 (approx.) sales and
room tax saved by attendees by
Florida chapter's tax exempt
status.
Last (for this time) but far
from least, advance planning
and registration by Joe
.Williams and his hand picked
staff and the many volunteers
(too many to mention) made
for a super smooth registration
(again, the hotel staff was
responsible for crowding our
contracted area) with banquet
seating chairwoman, Beryl
Pappas who we believe did a
super, super job under trying
conditions and once more we
lay the slight dinner mix-up on
the hotel staff who removed
several tables after they were
assigned.
Hopefully a final report and a
few more tid-bits will appear in
the next OCTOFOIL.
A Co. 15th Engs.
Henry Santos
9811 N. Connechusett Rd.
Tampa, FL 33617

THE OCTOFOIL

Minutes of the 168th Meeting
Board of Governors
The Ninth Infantry Division
Association
The 168 meeting of the National Board of Governors of
the Ninth Infantry Division Association took place on
November 10, 1990, at the
Sheraton-Lincoln Motel,
Worcester, Massachusetts. The
meeting was called to order by
1st Vice-President Vincent
Guglielmino who acted as
chairman in the place of
Michael Belmonte President of
the Association who was not
present. Chairman Guglielmino
started the meeting at 4:05
P.M. Attending the meeting
were: Trevor Jones, Nick
Dogostino, Walter o 'Keeffe ,
Larry McLaughlin, Ed
Hopkins, George Brown, Henry
Santos, and Fred D' Amore.
Also in attendance were the
Treasurer Tom Boyle, 2nd
Vice-President Pat DeColli,
former Board members Art
Schmidt, Adolph Wadalavage,
Ed Wisniewski and John
Maloney,
Chairman
Guglielmino asked the
members to stand for a moment of silence in memory of
the departed men of the Ninth.
Secretary Dan Quinn read the
minutes of the previous meeting held in Orlando, Florida on
October 5, 1990. Henry Santos
moved to accept the minutes of
the previous meeting with the
correction of the amount of
money to be granted to
Veterans Homes to read $840.00
(instead of $1000.00) and to add
the name of Walter O'Keeffe in
a ttendance as a Board
member. This motion was
seconded by Larry McLaughlin
and so moved.
The treasurer Tom Boyle wa:
called upon for his report and
Boyle gave a detailed report of
the income and spending of the
Association. Upon a motion
made by Ed Hopkins and
seconded by Henry Santos it
was reported to: Accept the report of the Treasurer.
Henry Santos reported on the
Florida reunion, a successful
one indeed with close to 800 people in attendance. A great time
was had by all. Henry concluded that a profit should be
realized but that all reports had
not been finalized. Chairman
Guglielmino thanked Santos
and the Committee for a
wonderful reunion.
After a discussion on the subject of donations to Veterans
Hospitals by the Ladies Auxiliary and the membership of
the association a motion was

made by· Henry Santos and
seconded by Trevor Jones to:
Have Larry McLaughlin act as
the c~rdinator between the
groups. So moved.

Rema{len Plaque
A discUssion was also held on
the placing of a Plaque on the
Remagen Bridge along with the
9th Armored Division, the 78th
Infantry Division, and the 99th
Infantry Division, Units that
fough.t at the Bridgehead in
.March of 1945. While the 9th Armour was the first unit across
the Bridge on March 7, 1945, it
was 47th Infantry of the Ninth
Infantry Division that was the
first entire Regiment to get
across th'!?' Bridge on March 8,
1945. Walter O'Keeffe motioned
to: Have Adolph Wadalavge investigate all details related to
this subject. This motion was
seconded by Nick Dogostion
and so adopted.
Wadalavge was selected as
he has visited the Bridge site on
several occasions with the
members of the Ninth Armour
Division Association. Adolph
has made friends with many of
their members and German
civilians living in that area of
Germany.
The Board of Governors at
their last meeting held in October in Florida mandated that
the subject of the financial con- .
dition of the association be
given priority at this meeting
regarding the income of the association. Walter O'Keeffe
recommended that the dues of
the membership be raised from
$5.00 a year to $10.00 a year,
that the three year dues be raised from $13.00 to $25.00 and that
Life Membership be raised to
$75.00 a year from $50.00.
George Brown moved to place
this in theJorm of a motion and
it was seconded by Larry
McLaughlin and so adopted.
Tom Boyle spoke of the
Memorial Mass and Service to
. be held in the Morning 200
people will be in attendance and
the New England Chapter
members will try to continue
with this annual pilgrimage
begun years ago by Father Connors.
There being no other business
to come before the Board and
upon a motion made by Nick
Dogostino and seconded by
Trevor Jones it was voted to:
Adjourn the meeting at 6:35
P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Daniel Quinn
National Secretary

LATEST NEWS ABOUT THE DIRECTORY
EVERY COpy OF THE NINTH DIVISION DIRECTORY HAS
:\TOW BEEN DISTRIBUTED. THERE ARE NO MORE.
As we reported in a previous issue of the Octofoil, 500 copies 01
the Ninth Division Directory were printed as a first edition. The
printing expenses were paid out of reunion funds by the Reunion
Committee of the Florida Chapter under the leadership of Henry
Santos, Joe Williams, and Phil Berman. Every copy has now
been distributed free-of-charge; first of course, to those who attended the 45th Annual Reunion in Orlando. After the convention, it was found that there were a few copies left over and they
have now all been sent out to the first 61 members who sent in
their requests to Dave Heller. More requests are still coming in
every day but they cannot be fulfilled. Almost everyone sent in
stamps with his request. Several members sent extra stamps
and a few also sent in unsolicited checks or cash. These contributions are very much appreciated. A full accounting will be
reported at the next meeting of the Board of Governors, which
presumably will then decide what to do with the small remaining surplus of stamps and money.
The Board of Governors has not yet reached a decision about
what to do now. It has indicated that if there is sufficient demand,. the Board would consider publishing another edition,
mo~t. hke~y at a nominal price to cover the costs of printing and
maIlmg. EDITOR'S NOTE:
A discussion regarding the would warrant SuCh a cost and'
Directory of the membership how many would be needed. If
made up by Dave Heller and the demand or request would be
distributed at the Florida Re- sufficient to have more printed
union. The members present perhaps the cost would be taken
were of the opinion that in order care of by those requesting
to have more printed, a cost same.
factor would have to be considered and if the demand

TAPS SOUNDED
There is no death! The stars go
down
To rise upon some other shore,
And bright in Heaven's jeweled
crown
They shin~ forevermore.
And ever near us, though unseen
The dear immortal spirits
tread:
For all the boundless universe
Is Life-there are no dead!
With sadden heart we announce the passing of these
"Old Reliables" and friends.
C.J. Strubel - 26th F .A.
Joseph A. Selvaggio - 47th Inf.
John Shenney - 39th Inf. E Co.
Gilbert L. Hunt - Serv. Co. 47th
Inf.
Willard G. Duckworth - Hq. 2nd
Bn.47th
Chick Lewis - 15th Engs.
Martin Cambal- 47th Inf. A Co.
Renee Trembly - 9th Q.M.
Mrs. Floyd Hennessy - wife of
.Floyd (9th Q.M.)
Mrs. Hyman Smith - wife of
Hyman, (D Co. 60th Inf.)
Mrs. Audrey Waldman - wife of
Howard, (A.T. 47th)
May they rest in peace. To
their loved ones we offer our
condolences.

NINTH SIGNAL
COMPANY REUNION
On September 25, 26, and 27,
1990 the Ninth Signal Company
held its third annual reunion at
Genetti's Motor Lodge, in
Hazelton, PA. The Hospitality
rooms were quite active gathering places for our buddies and
their spouses. A side trip was
made to the Eckley Miners
Village, a Living History site
dedicated to those immigrants
who worked the coal fields in
the middle to late 18808.
Does the coal piles at
"Eschweiler" bring back any
memories????
Members who attended this
reunion came not only from the
surrounding states, but Wisconsin, Nebraska, Florida and
California.
The annual banquet with an
open bar was held on the last
night of the reunion and those
present were pleased to have as
a guest, Adolph Wadalavage, a
member of the Board of Directors of the 9th Division Association whose informa ti ve
remarks concerning the
Associations activities were
very well received.
The guest speaker was John
Acukewicz Esq., who gave an
update on Laws pertaining to
those who are serving in
"Operation Desert Shield" and
their legal job protection back
home, which was emphasized by
many flags and yellow ribbons
displayed on homes, in and
around Hazelton.
On Friday morning it was
time to say good-bye to all and
God bless. To all of our buddies
who could not be with us, you
are always in our thoughts and
prayers and pray that God has
granted eternal peace to all
our beloved dead. Plans are
under way for the Fourth Annual Reunion of the 9th Signal
Company and that ALL
SIGNALMEN are urged to attend.
Bill & Evelyn Miller
Dick & Mary Craig

Christmas Memories of the Past
Recently whiie reading a

local newspaper I came upon
an article that caught my attention regarding Christmas
memories of the Past. The
more I read the articles the
more I recognized one of the
writers being a former member
of the Ninth and a member of
the association - Charles Bod-nar A-T Company 47th. Charlie
didn't send the article to us but
we want to use it and hope he
won't mind.
An ominous report of a German breakthrough was relayed
to us Dec. 16, 1944, as we
hastened our move south to halt
a determined enemy drive. Our
deployment was to the north of
the picturesque town of
Monschau, to defend the Elsenborn ridge. If the enemy broke
through here, all Allied forces
to the north would be threatened with destruction.
Almost two miles outside the
town stook an old homestead
occupied by an older couple.
Because it was strategically
located, we took it over as a
command post and suggested to
the man and his wife that they
into the cellar for safety. I
noticed two pictures of German
soldiers on the dresser and asked who they were. "My sons,"
replied the woman, picking up
each picture and giving me
their names. One was serving
in Russia, the other in Germany. That's all she agreed to
say. She looked at me and asked, "Vie alt bist du?" I gave my
age with my fingers, the same
as her older son. She looked at
me sadly and shook her head,
then headed for the cellar with
her husband.
The following six days were a
nightmare of snow, cold, fear,
death, and the presence of the
enemy. Our positions held; the
weakened enemy failed to
dislodge us. By Dec. 25, the action had subsided, allowing our
kitchen to bring up a Christmas
dinner of Spam, dehydrated
mashed potatoes, succotash,
white bread, and hot cocoa. The
food was cold, but the cocoa
was kept hot with a kerosene
heater. Being among the last to
receive food, I got a generous
portion.as the cooks made hasty
preparations to leave the area.
The German couple came out
of their cellar and stood gazing
at the mess kit of food I was
carrying. Coming face to face
with them, I stood motionless
for a few seconds, then stretched out my arms and offered'

Tip of the Hat
The following members
remembered by contributing to
the Memorial Fund.
We salute you.
Robert Baldridge
George Seifert
Edward J. Styber
John K. Moore - Mem. of Travis
Muirhead
Col. John W. Mac Indol, (Ret'>
John E. Thornton
Walter E. Ricker
Richard C. McGrath - Mem. of
4581 men left behind.
Harry C. Kish, Jr.
Paul Potts
Jack Collier - Memory of Goody
Brown
.Robert L. Cole - Memory of
Goody Brown
Boardman Lockwood
Burnett Ledbetter
Thomas J. Morgan
Evelyn & Henry Galabricki Memory of Goody Brown

them ioo<fand cocoa. It was apparent they were hungry, but
too proud to ask for assistance.
Whatever meager food they
had in their basement must be
rationed between the two.
Again I offered the food, speaking in the best German I knew.
The woman gazed at me sadly
and took the food as her husband reached for the cocoa. I
received a grateful "Danke"
from both as they headed for
their shelter. The woman
returned my mess kit and canteen cup, and said. "Ich nict
vergessen sie." Not understanding her. I thought she said
they were still hungry, so I held
out a couple of c'ans of meat and
beans from my pack for her.
One fellow behind me laughed
and said. "She was telling you
that she will never forget you."
"That's all right, tell her to enjoy it," I replied.
Thirty years had passed
when I returned with my wife
for a nostalgic visit to the
battlegrounds of Europe. I arrived at the home of the couple
in Monschau as if I were approaching it for the first time
with a rifle in hand. Off to the
side of the house leading to the
backyard, a very old man and
another about my age were
talking when the younger one
turned and asked me whom I
was looking for. Explaining to
him my nostalgic visit, he called the old man and explained
my purpose there. It was his
father, now 85. The old man
shook my hand and held it.
Looking at my face, not saying
a word, he took my arm and led
me to the stone wall where our
machine gun had been positioned 30 years ago. He said
something in German that he
seemed very surprised to
translate for me.
"My father says you were the
man who placed the gun at this
wall."
"How can he recognize me
after all these years?" I asked.
The son told me his father
remembered my curly hair.
Just then, a frail old woman
with quiet sad eyes and white
hair joined us. It was the old
man's wife. Her husband explained who I was. Her son
said, "My mother says she has
never forgotten the American
soldier who gave her and my
father his Christmas dinner."
CHARLES A. BODNAR
Bergenfield

.CO. B. 15 Engr. Bn.
CHARLES HOFFMANN
91-4381 St.
Woodhaven, NY 11421
Just a few lines to tell you I'm
working on more chapters of
my book. I'll send you a chapter
or two in the'near future.
For now here's a poem my
daughter Charlene wrote and
it's meant for all the men who
served with the 9th Division.
MY SOLDIER FATHER
By Charlene Hoffmann
Once there was a young man
who heard his country's call.
And being the man he was he
determined to give his all.
WW II was over and the
fighting came to an end.
He and his brave comrades who
were boys, were coming home
as men.
This man is my father and
proud of him I'll always be,
For he gave his all to his country and he gives his best to me.
For the dear Lord not only gave

me a father,
He also gave me a friend.
Best to you and the wife and
all the guys who I had the opportunity to serve with.
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LADIES CORNER

Now, time really has flown,
we were just all together in
Orlando two months ago, and
here Christmas is only 8 days
away! ~s everyone all prepared
for the holidays? No! Shame on
you, but join all the rest of us
who aren't quite ready, but
somehow will be all done by the
time the big day rolls around!
Meanwhile, we still have some
Ladies' Auxiliary matters to attend to. First, the recipients of
our $400.00 check gifts in October have written us some
lovely thank-you letters. Since I
signed the checks, they write to,
me, but all of you out there:
Auxiliary Members, people
who made/painted things, contributed Polyanna gifts, and
Nho bought Raffle tickets by
the carload, also have to take
the credit. On October 11th,
from Daphne Grubb, VAVS
Representative, American
Legion Auxiliary, Fayetteville
Medical Center, No. Carolina.
(Fort Bragg to all 9th Division
Men). "The check came at a
time when I was low on money
and comfort items. Let no one
tell you that the age of miracles
is past.·' From, on November
15th, Jonathon Gardner, Acting
Med. Center Dir., Dallas, Texas
VA Hospital, "It is with support
such as yours that we are able
to make our veterans stay in
our hospital more pleasant and
comfortable." On December
12th, from James A. Fox, Chief
Voluntary Service, Johnson Citv Tenn, VA Hospital, "This
~oneY has been deposited in
our General Purpose Account,
and will be used toward the purchase of shirts, socks, and other
clothing items for Christmas
presents for our needy
veterans, as well as many comfort and toiletry items. We also
have parties for all our
veterans during the Christmas
season. Your donation will
serve to add joy and cheer to
their holiday season."
Secondly, I wish to apologize
to Lorraine Clark for a mistake
in printing in my last column.
The check I sent her was not for.
the American Legion Auxiliary
in Waynetown, Indiana, but for
the American Legion Auxiliary
at the Fayetteville Medical
Center, No. Carolina. Sorry
about that, Lorraine! Third,
Thanks to all of you who have
,been so generous in your praise
of my writing in this column.

You are all very nice and you
must stand in good stead with
whomever gets things done, because last week my typewriter
(after 18 years of service) just
plain stopped. Five days and
$49.00 later, it was all cleaned
up, just in time to type this column. Never would I have made
it in longhand for this edition!
Thanks, everybody. Fourth,
and last, I heard from Wanda
Preston of the Host Illinois
Chapter, for our next Reunion
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on
September 19, 20 and 21st, regarding our Auxiliary Meeting
there. Remember the "interesting and lively discussion"
we had at the Florida meeting?
From Wanda's letter: "Instead
of a Luncheon, we decided a
breakfast meeting would best
serve the purpose of the many
ladies who want to be free early
in the afternoon to pursue their
own sightseeing, shopping, etc.
The breakfast will begin at 9: 30
AM and I am enclosing a copy
of the hotel's menu. It will cost
approximately $8.75, barring
any outrageous increases in the
cost of oil from Saudi Arabia.
We plan to charge the ladies
$10.00, of which $1.25 will go
toward the $50.00 charge for the
piano the hotel will provide for
the Vintage Fashion Show."
The cost of that show will be
borne by the Auxiliary. In the
next column, I will print the
Menu for the breakfast, and a
copy of the "Vintage Fashion
Show" Ad.
If you are interested, and you
had better be! Please send your
checks, made out to: "The 9th
Infantry Division Association
Ladies Auxiliary", and mail
them to me:
Ellie Taubner, Treasurer
85 Smith Avenue
Bergenfield, NJ 07621
Do not make the checks out to
me, please! If you wish to attend, and your husband is sending in money for the Reunion
Strip tickets, please make out
our breakfast check separately.
'Thanks! Further information
and any response I get from you
regarding this lovely affair-tobe, I will put in the next Column. So until next time, take
care, HAPPY HOLIDAYS and
have A VERY HAPPY &
HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
Ellie Taubner, Treasurer
85 Smith Avenue
Bergenfield, NJ 07621

Warren Robinson, B Co 47th sent this photo taken after the War.
l-r: Paul King, W. Massey and Warren. Warren lives at 213.
Hampton, Bridgeton, NJ (08302) but at the time the photo was
taken he was residing at Haimhousen, Germany. He would like
to know if any of our members remember those shown.
47th Inf. D Co.
MICHAEL STANICK
125 Main St.
East Douglas, Ma 01510
I left England on the Queen
Mary from the Bay of Lagloma
from Scotland before the. war
ended in Europe. Hi to all my
buddies.

Hq. & Hq. Btry
RICHARD DONNELLY
P.O. Box 834
Logansport, In. 46947
I don't believe a week goes by
that I don't think of our little
tour from Tent City in Ft.
Bragg to V.E. Day in Germany.
Hello to all from Hq. &Hq. Btry
and a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.

SEEKING INFORMATION

'For many' years my family
assumed my grandfather Joe
Retzler fought with· the 66th Infantry Division. There were so
many of that divisions patches
(The Black Panther) in his belongings, that nobody questioned the division he belonged to.
I knew he had died in Germany in OCtober of 1944 and the
66th was not in that area so I began to do some research. Finally I discovered he belonged to
the 9th Division, 60th Regiment.
I also just discovered that he
died in the little documented
Battle of Hurtgen Forest.
In books that briefly mentioned the 9th not much was
said about the battle. I finally
found some in depth books that
had some very interesting facts
about the battle. Such as Ernest
Hemingway being present as a
war correspondent, the brutality of the battle being the reason
for the desertion of Pvt. Eddie
Slovick, the presence of
William Westmoreland and the
fact that it was the longest battle, ever fought by the U.S.
Army.
I'm hoping that perhaps you
might provide me with some
more information. His children,
4 daughters, one being my
mother, were all very young
when he died. His wife, my
grandmother, died many years
ago. So there really isn't anyone left who really knew him.
I wanted to know:
- Where would he have trained for the war and how long?
- When he left for the war
- When he arrived in Europe
and where.
- How would he have been
transported to the front line in
Germany from England
- Also, if he was drafted or. a
volunteer
I don't know if your Association tracks this kind of information, but perhaps you could
direct me to where I could find
it. And also if you know of any
movies ever depicted the Battle
of the Hurtgen Forest. I just
watched "The Big Red One"
and I noticed they briefly showed the battle all though they
didn't name it.
In one scene earlier in the
movie I also noticed' a soldier
wearing the red, white and blue
patch of the 9th. I am currently
serving in the U.S. Air Force
stationed at Osan Aii' Base in
Korea.
Sincerely
Edward M. McCoy
PSC Box 2056
APO SF 96366
P .S. Some info that may help:
My grandfathers name etc:
Joseph A. Retzler Sgt.
32875447
Company 1
60th Inf. Reg.
Died Oct. 6, 1944
Co. E 39th Inf.
RICHARD L. SOLAR
555 N. Pantano Rd. #368
Tucson, Az. 85710
Come January 1991 my dues
will have to be renewed. I am
enclosing a check for three
more years. You fellows are
really doing a great job with
The Octofoil. As soon as it
comes in my house, I read'
every article in it from beginning to end. Does Co. E 39th
Inf. ever have a Mini Reunion'?
I have hopes of attending the
46th Reunion in Sept. 1991 at
Milwaukee, Wis. It will be my
first reunion. I am not one of the
old timers of the 9th Inf. Div.
because I joined the Division in
Feb. 1945 and left in Feb. 1946 to
come home. I surely would like
to hear from any of the fellows
that I served with. Congratulations to all the new officers and
hope they have a great year.

Part II - "EL GUETTAR - CRUCIBLE OF LEADERSHIP"

The 9th Infantry Division's attack west of EI Guettar, Tunisia,
which began 28 March 1943, was a part of General Patton's (II
Corps) resumption of the offensive following the counterattack
by the German's veteran 10th Panzer Division five days before.
While this major Axis endeavor came within an ace of repeating
the previous month's Kassarine debacle, the event indicated
partial accomplishment of the Corps' mission to draw away
enemy reserves from the British offensive then underway to the
southeast.
At the time of the 10th Panzer's counterattack, two battalions
of the 18th Infantry and the 1st Ranger Battalion were
beleaguered on the northerr. slopes of Djebel Berda. On 25 March
these soldiers of the Big Red One were able to rejoin their division north of the Gafsa-Gabes Highway. The Ranger battalion
covered the 47th Infantry's 27 March reconnaissance and then
withdrew. George F. Howe, author of the official Department of
the Army history of this campaign notes that this creation of a
battlefield vacuum was a mistake: "had the two battalions (of
the 1st Infantry Division) simply remained in possession (of the
Djebel Berda slopes) the Germans might not have been able to
withstand the 9th Infantry Division's efforts later to drive them
off."
Be that as it may, further tactical errors resulted from the
manner by which II Corps sorted things out after the German's
counterattack. In their days of fighting Germans on Djebel Berda the 1st Division obviously gathered intelligence information,
little of which appears to have been passed to the 9th Division
when it took over the sector. The report to the 47th Infantry was
that perhaps a battalion of Italians occupied positions on and
around Hill 369, the Division objective. Nothing was said about
the German occupation of the dominant terrain feature, Hill 772,
or that the motorcycle battalion of the 10th Panzer Division had
reinforced the original Italian positions in the Djebel Berda
area. While these details must have been known to higher headquarters, the 47th's commander probably thought he was going
to sneak up on some demoralized Italians and grab their position
before they awoke on the 28th. It was generally expected that it
would be a one-day operation.
Colonel Randle was not alone in his assumptions. The 9th Division field arder for the attack specifically forbad artillery
registratioh or even radio communication prior to 0600 hours on
the 28th, indicating clearly that higher headquarters shared a
belief that the objective's seizure would be a pushover. It was as
if the 10th Panzer Division's counterattack of 23 March had
never happened.
According to "Eight Stars to Victory," the 47th's attack on
March 28 was highlighted by the ambush of its 2nd Battalion and
that unit's being "lost" for 36 hours; the 1st Battalion, 39th Infantry was later committed around what was assumed to be the
right flank of 2/47 and it too became "lost" to control.
As that first fateful day of battle wore on, it must have been
clear to commanders on the scene and observing the action that
the northern end of El Hamra Ridge (Hill 290) was strongly defended. The 1st Battalion, 47th Infantry, supported by the 3rd
Battalion, was fully engaged here, but news of this failed to
reach the 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry. This unit, originally part
of the division reserve, was ordered to move by truck after dark
eastward on the Gafsa-Gabes Highway to a point from which
Hill 369 could be assaulted from the north. Enroute the unit was
ambushed in its vehicles from Hill 290 and forced to withdraw
with heavy losses.
Red Phillips, "The M Company Chronicler," is seeking information from participants of the Battle of El Guettar, particularly 39th Infantry veterans, in order to shed more light on
these and other incidents of the Old Reliable's initial go against
the Wehrmacht. The purpose is to write a more complete and objective account of actions from 27 March to 7 April, 1943
especially as it might depict the leadership given those who
wore the Octofoil. Of particular interest is information on the
present whereabouts of 9th Division G2, Major Robert W. Robb;
the following battalion commanders 'of the 39th Infantry: Lt.
Col. Cheatham <full name unknown), Lt. Col. Walter M. Oakes,
and Lt. Col. John T. Keeley; plus the C.O. S2 and S3 of the 39th
Infantry (names unknown).
Those with information are asked to write Red Phillips at
14002 Hemlock Drive, Penn Valley, CA, 95946; or call (916)
432-1409.

The end of a three day pass in Paris January 1945, taken just before boarding the trucks back to the outfit. Left to right: Bill
Stoltze, 47th 2nd Bn, Sgt. of S 3, Tony?, Ed Hauschildt 1st Sgt. of
Company L 47th, Dan Quinn in the back (with the mustache no
less), Victor Chuck Company K 47th. Can't figure out why I recall this day when I cannot recall what I had for Lunch today
never mind yesterday. Twenty enlisted men and 10 officers were
fortunate to get to Paris on a three day pass (end of Jan. 1945)
and Capt. John O'Keefe and Lt. Orvile Gove were KIA the day
we returned to the outfit. Capt. O'Keefe was from Company A
17th and Lt. Gove was from Co. G 47th.

THE OCTOFOIL
To "8" (47th) or not to "8"
Greetings once again from
Pennsylvania, the Keystone
State and from Chambersburg,
the County seat of Franklin
County in beautiful Cumberland Valley! - Ann and I were
most disappointed in not being
able to attend the 46th Annual
Memorial Mass this year (Nov.
11) in Worcester, Massachusetts. This is a pilgrimage we
endeavored to participate in
each year to honor the 4,581
comrades of our 9th Inf. Div.
who gave their lives for our
country and to all of us remaining who still hope and pray for
Peace in this troubled world.
According to "B" Co. buddy
Dennis Canedy who was "B"
Co's only representative for the
Worcester Memorial Services,
about 180 people were present
for the services. This is in
marked contrast to attendances
of 3OQ-500 in former years when
our honored Father Connors
was present to greet those of us
who came to Worcester.
I'm reminded of the words of
Ron Murphy, (l5th Eng.), N.E.
Chapter, who stated "the magic
of Father Connors is no longer
with us, but the magic of his
words, "Stay together, Pray together, and remember our
honored dead" will always remain. - On behalf of our
"B"Co. Buddies, we thank Dennis Canedy, for keeping us informed with details concerning
the Worcester Memorial Services. Dennis said that he enjoyed being with Louis and
Julie Netta (Friends of "B"
Co.) and Marie Quinn at the
luncheon which was held in the
Garden Court of the SheratonLincoln Inn. - We understand
that the future Worcester Memorial Services dates will be
changed from the month of
November to the monUt of October. This change was
necessitated due to weather
conditions being more suitable
for travel to New England in
October than in November. We
hope that this change will help
bring more 9th In£. Div. Assoc.
Members to Worcester for this
very important memorial service.
In our last Octofoil publication (Aug.-Sept.-Oct. 1990 Issue
- Page 2) information was requested by one Rafael Fierro,
of El Paso, Texas concerning
his brother Pfc. Bernardo L.
Fierro, of "B" Co. 47th, who
was KIA March 9, 1945 in Germany. I have been informed by
our "B" Co. buddy Dennis
Canedy that he has furnished
the information to Mr. Fierro,
detailing the circumstances of
the death of his brother Pfc.
Fierro. On behalf of all our "B"

Co. BUddieS, thank you very
much Dennis, for providing this
information which I am sure
will be appreciated by the family and relatives of Pfc. Bernardo L. Fierro.
Mail Received: "B" Co. Buddy Ed Sarnocinski sends us a
nice Christmas Card and a note
telling us that his wife Helen is
"recuperating just fine." Her
Doctors gave her an O.K. for a
trip to Florida, Dec. 16, 1990. Ed
and Helen are looking forward
to seeing their son and daughter-in-law (Ed and Karen) and
their grandson Matthew. Our
sincerest best wishes to all the
Sarnocinski's!! - Received a
nice Christmas Card also from
Orion and Etsie Shockley. Thev
are doing fine, and "Shock~"
tells us that he and Etsie are re-'
locating to the Denver area in
the near future and until such
time mail can 1>e sent to P.O.
Box 249, Vienna, MO 65582.
"Shock" also says that he plans
to go back to .Australia in
March and will spend the summer in Alaska, and fish on the
Salmon River! Whenever
"Shock" writes of his travels it's like a "Travelogue" - Now
That's Living!! - Christmas
Cards were also received from
Joe Metscavage, "The Silent
One."
Hope all is well with you
Joe!! And; George Grieve,
Tony and Jo Manzolilla, Peter
and Nettie Mastrangelo, Dennis
and Thora Canedy, and good
"B" Co. friends Louis and Julie
Netta. We got a phone call from
Anna Edie, wife of "B" Co.
BUddy Bob Edie. Anna said that
Bob is quite ill and is in a Nursing Home. A get well card to
Bob will be more than appreciated at this time. Mail,
correspondence, etc. should be
sent to: Robert J. Edie, c/o
Hennis Care Centre, Room 402,
1720 Cross St., Dover, Ohio
44622. Anna Edie is having
health problems also. Mail, correspondence, etc. should be
sent to: Mrs. Robert J. Edie,
533 Stratton Ave. SW, New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663. Her home
phone: 216-339-3693.
Well "B" Co. Buddies and
friends we have to come to the
end of our column - the last
issue of 1990. We hope and pray
that the coming year of 1991 will
be a year of Peace and a return
to prosperity for' our Country
and all our friends throughout
the world.
Merry Christmas from me
(and Art Stenzel), to all our
"B" Co. Buddies, their families
and friends. Our wishes also for
a Happy Healthy New Year in
1991!
Pat J. Morano
2208 Lincoln Way East
Chambersburg, P A 17201
Phone: 717-352-3650

-----------------~--

Med. Det. 47th Inf

C-Battery 60 FA BN
NATE GAYNOR
GEORGE J. FURBER
1004 Gabel St.
11825 S.W. 107 Ave.
Silver Spring, Md. 20901
I've sent along a few pixs Miami, Fla. 33176
taken at the Fort Lewis
Many thanks to you, Henry
Museum shortly after they Santos, Joe Williams and many
opened the Ninth Division others. The reunion was a great
Gallery in June '89. The success. (This was written at
Museum itself is not new and in above date but it wasn't till
fact houses three other Dec. 18th that my wife Dot got
galleries, namely 1) Soldiers of around to typing it.)
,
the Pacific Northwest
Here are some pictures L. to
(1804-1917), 2) I Corp in WW1
R. George Thielke, Larry MurWW2, and the Korean War, and ray, Bob Tate, Roscoe Shields
3) The Fort Lewis Gallery, the
(Center) Loren Hunt (Second
story of Fort Lewis from 1917 to Row), John Omaser (Sec. Row)
the present. The 47th Infantry George Furber (Sitting) Woody
RegImental Hall is apparently Gardella (Stooping).
not a part of the Fort Lewis
Group of Wives & our
Museum. Guess I'll have to go daughter June with "2" on Tee
back because I missed it.
Shirt Hope you can print these.
Enclosed is a check to cover
three years dues and a little extra to offset inflation.
1991 Reunion

Milwaukee
Sept 19·21

M Compan.v Chronicler
Howard Gaertner, M's man
in Wauwautosa, WI, is keeping
on top of things for us as regards the Reunion in Milwaukee next September, and
reports that the host Grand
Hotel has "hospitality rooms"
available as CP's for $100 per
night. I have learned from Ed
Hopkins, who has been running
the highly successful F Company operation for years, that
they handle it with donations.
Fellows send him no set amount
from time to time to take care
of that and other needs. So, I'm
hereby appointing Bill Horan
our Treasurer and you can start
chipping in to him at 386 Victoria Dr., Columbus GA, 31907.
If we reach $100 we'll have a
CP. Get more generous than
that and we'll fill it with that
which made Milwaukee
famous.
Hopkins, incidentally, suggests there's a relationship between the CP and having large
numbers in attendance at the
Reunion. F Company is the outfit to beat in September. They
had 23 at Orlando while we
were tied for third place with
16.
Bernie Bennick has been using his proximity to the Big CP
in Washington DC and that
aplomb by which he's wellremembered as M's recon sergeant, to badger the VA into
providing us access to their
records of missing M-ers. We
can now account for about half
of the 450-odd men who passed
through M's ranks from the
time we left Fort Bragg until it
was over in '45. The obstacle is
VA's privacy policy, that is,
they don't hand out current addresses of veterans who have
availed themselves of the agency's services but, for a $2 fee,
they are willing to search their
files and then forward our request that the veteran write to
us. At $2 @ times 225 missing
M-ers, that's $450 and enough to
take care of CP rooms for a
long time. Also, if VA draws a
blank from their computer, as
when the missing M-er has
never used VA for anything, or
if the fellow has gone to his reward, that's $2 down the tube.
Given the odds, the price per
successful VA record search
becomes quite unmanageable.
Bernie and I think they ought to
waive it for a good cause such
as ours and to this end we have
been after our Congressmen
who happen -to be serving on
either of the Veterans Committees. They, however, are getting from VA the same old song
n' dance about how hard
they're working with skimpy
appropriations; how privacy
must be protected otherwise all
sorts of insurance and other
hucksters would be wasting
their time; and how $2 doesn't
begin to cover their costs of
punching a computer, but is
only established to discourage
the feint-hearted; and blah,
blah, blah, ad nauseum.
These guys say all their time
is taken checking the validity of
vets' claims. This means they
check the appropriate Morning
Reports to see if the guy's injury was recorded. Which is

Hq. 2nd Bn. 60th In£.

CHARLES DULING
312 - 4th Avenue
Wilmington, Delaware 19808
Enclosed please find my dues
for another three years and a
little something for the Association. We haven't been able to
make the reunion the past two
years due to my wife's health
problems. But we are looking
forward to the next one in '91.
Would like to say hello to all our
friends, especially those of the
60th Personnel group. Best
wishes to you and your family!

(47th}

B Co. 15th Engrs.
why we've had Frank Borghi
RICHARD MC GRATH
out in St. Louis getting us copies
2856 W. 85th Street
of M's Morning Reports in case
Chicago, IL 60652
any of our guys need to substanThanks to the Florida
tiate claims. We're just trying
Chapter for another enjoyable
to help speed up the process and
reunion. The 45th Annual Resave the VA and the vet time in
union was well-organized and
getting satisfaction.
the facilities were large enough
Well, "Colonel Ben" didn't
to handle the large crowd. The
get those eagles on his shoulder
Ninth was one of the best Infanby playing pussycat the first
try Divisions, because of its
time some bureaucrat said
leadership
and
the
"no." More to come on what
association's reunions are
may become known as the "Big
great because of the efficient
Battle of the Potomac."
workers who know how to put
Meanwhile, we're acquiring
on a super show.
new-old names one way or anA pat on the back to the outother. Add to your rosters Bob
going President Henry Santos,
Hodge, former mortarman,
and good luck to Michael
now reachable at 69 Predmore
Belmonte who takes over the
Ave., Colonia, N.J., 07067; (201)
throne. Talk about good
381-2258. Bob was with us from
leaders, we have them to spare.
Safi to the Elbe. Since then he
The 15th Engineers were
had a career with Prudential
again well-represented and
(sorry about the huckster
took the award for the best atcrack, Bob). He is now retired
tendance for a battalion. B
and, with help from wife
Company 15th as usual had the
Jeanne, has six children and
most. Glad to see the first
nine grandchildren. One of his
timers from the New York relads is about to become a
union return - Bob Apel and
Special Forces sergeant major.
Ernie Miska made their apWe wish him all the best. I'm
pearance an endorsement we
sure his dad has him all filled in
like to see. We missed Allie Feron desert fighting - "Keep the
rante, Kip Shea, Jim Mullen,
cap on the tube when you ain't
Paul Lisa, Captain Otts, and
firing, son." Welcome home to
others. Look forward to seeing
the Big M, Bob.
them and all the gang in
Also, I've written to but had
Milwaukee. The Badger State is
no response from that famous
one of the most beautiful in the
1st Platoon prankster Sidney
Midwest, which is why all the
Schwartz. He's at 31 Lockwood
vactioners from here go there.
Avenue, New Rochelle, N.Y.,
In the last issue was talk of
10801; but has no phone number
the Association's operating
listed. If anyone's by there,
budget and its shortage of cash
please go knock on his door. We
flow. More out and less in.
need Sidney back in the fold.
Someone suggested that Life
Another long-lost M-er has
Members be asked to conturned up in the course of retribute $25.00 more as they are
searching our desert operation
~~tting a bargain. I buy that,
at El Guettar - Johnny Calton
It s not only a bargain, but a
is now c/oHB74, Box 528, Colprivilege to belong to the
uwbia, LA, 71418; (318)
Association. The Octofoil itself
649-6144. Johnny was assigned
is a bargain, so I enclose $25.00
at Bragg as a company officer
plus $10.00 to the Memorial in
out of ROTC at LSU. Then he
honor of the 4581 that we left
went off to the British Commanbehind. Speaking of those who
do School and all sorts of
gave the supreme sacrifice I
spooky missions for Colonel
wish we would come up with a
Randle. At El Guettar he remeeting of the minds on the
placed Captain Jim Johnston as
Memorial. Now that the reC.O. but, by Bizerta-time, he
unions are crowding out the
was out of there.
November in Worcester, I sugThe El Guettar probe congest that we have the Memorial
tinues (see update elsewhere
on Memorial Day and maybe it
in this Octofoil) . I've heard
should be moved to another
from Dewey Siddons, Johnny
site? Let's have some feedback
Knight, Harold Werner and
by our committees. We should
Dave Atkinson. Among all their
never forget those "Old
good tidbits, one puzzler was reReliables" who helped us get
solved. It seems that somehome. We can never honor
where along the march to Tuthem enought - are you listennisia, Johnston swapped Atkining President Mike?
son for Rackstraw in the lineup
I like to close with a small
so Dave was leading the 2nd
joke.
Platoon then and "Rack" was
My friends and family say
X.O. Harold sent in an excellent
they are all small!! Anyway,
recap of the 2nd Platoon,
Do you know how to make an
accounting for 42 fellows with
elephant fly? Answer: First,
most of their assignments.
you start with a huge zipper.
What a memory!
Happy Happy Holidays to
I've also had good mail from
Dan, Marie, Walter O'Keefe
Morris Goldblatt (with photo)
(finally got to meet him) and ali
and John Evans. Keep those
the Octofoil staff.
cards and letters flowing,
fellows.
47th Inf. K Co.
It's getting nippy out here in
KENNETH KUNZ
California's Mother Lode CounP.O. Box 24
try. We had to fire up the woodNew Douglas, IL 62074
stove for the first time this
Enclosed find check for 3
week. Stay warm you guys! !
year's dues. It is good to get the
Red Phillips
Octofoil. Read it from cover to
14002 Hemlock Dr.
cover. Wondering if you could
Penn Valley, CA, 95946
pass on the information on
where I could~et the book "The
Ba ttle for the Huertgen
39th Inf. B Co.
Forest." Thank you very much
and keep up the good work.
ANDY SEASOCK
2323 Ward Street
Editor's Note: Charles MacDonald died recently. He was
Apt. 5
Smyrna, GA 30080
the author of that book and
Please note address change.
several good books. The ':ComDon't want to miss the next Ocpany Commander" was also
tofoil. Thank you and your staff one of his great books used for
for all the hard work you all put years at West Point. He later
into it. Also want to thank the wrote "A Tim@ for Trumpets;
Florida Chapter for a fine job The Untold Story of the Battle
with the Orlando Reunion. En- of the Bulge." I believe Double
joyed it very much. God Bless Day published the "The Battle
for the Huertgen."
one and all.
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GOA. Inf. D Co.
JOHN THORNTON

P.O. Box 3782 .. Mds@ Mart Sta.
Chicago, D. 60654
.
Well here it is Dues and Holiday Time. again, time just goes
. by to FAST. Hope that you and
yours are all O.K. Me-often
wonder, doing O.K. for an ~le
goat in his lower 80's, weanng.
out and getting 4-getful?
Sure hope that this middle
Eastern affair settled PEACEFULLY. Every so often so~e
crackpot like Hitler, and this
PUNPKIN HEAD in IRAQ has
to make the World unhappy. (I
have better names to call him?)
Anyway-lets all hope and pray
its Ironed out Peacefully and
get our boys and girls back
HOME.
Well Dan will sign for now-So
keep well, ~nd do have. a nice
Holiday Season, and thIS goes
for all the 9th MEMBERS and
there FAMILIES. Excuse some
of my mistakes in typing this
note, am getting used to my
electric typewriter, don't know
if I like it or not, will let you
know next Xmas. If I still have
it?? Enclosed is my check for
1991 dues.
84th F.A. Hdqs. Btry.
WALTER RICKER
Rt. 8 Box 448
Greenville, TN 33743
Greetings and Happy New
Year to you and to those
members of the 84th Field Artillery
(Headquarters
Battery) !
I certainly enjoyed the reunion in Orlando. It was good to
see you, Dan, as well as all ~y
other buddies and theIr
families. At the Orlando reunion, I got re-acquai~ted wi~h
my commanding offIcer (BIll
Rybka) as well as Everett
Thorn ., both of whom I had not
seen since the war. It was
great!
Just recently, I met Reed
Vassar whom I found out lived
near me (in Newport, TN). In
going through the directory
'which we received at the reunion, I made that pleasant
discovery. My wife and I had a
wonderful visit with him and
his wife, Linda a couple of
weeks ago.
Enclosed in my check for
dues plus a little for the
memorial fund.
Request for Assistance
Some time ago I requested
the assistance of the Octofoil
Associa tion in loca ting
veterans of the 1944 Hurtgen
Forest battle. They provided
me with your name as your
association is made up of WWII
vets
I am writing a book on the
Hurtgen Forest and would appreciate your assistance in contacting any former members of
the division. I am expecially interested in contacting veterans
of the 1/39 and 1/60 Infantry
and veterans of the 47th Infantry Regiment who fought with
the 3rd Armored Division and
other units in the Schevenhutte/Stolberg area in
,-...." .... -.L.n:.". 1944.

The Story

Day is done, gone the sun
From the lake,
From the hills,
From the sky;
All is well, safely rest;
God is nigh.

The Story of "Taps"
by Willa Skinner
As evening shadows descend
on U.S. military bases all over
the world, or wherever
memorial services are held,
from the sunken ba~tleship
Arizona at Pearl Harbor to the
tomb of the Unknown Soldier in
Arlington National Cemetery,
the haunting notes of "Taps"
drift over the scene.
The simple eight-bar melody
was conceived on a Virginia
battlefield in the Civil War with
some notes hastily scribbled on
the back of an envelope.. The
composer was General Daniel
Butterfield, who made up the
tune by whistling the notes to
the company bugler.
Daniel Butterfield was a successful attorney and financier
from Utica, New York, who
joined the New York State
militia in 1854. With the outbreak of the Civil War seven
years later he went into action
as a colonel with the 12th New
York and served on Virginia
battlefields, receiving a medal
of honor for his courage. At
various times he was chief of
staff to Generals Mead and
Hooker. He came out of the war
with the rank of major general.
Butterfield had a certain
talent which led him to compose a few trumpet calls, mostly variations of existing calls.
During battle he often found his
brigade responding to other
bugle calls, a situation that
proved costly and confusin~,$0
out of necessity he reVIsed
them.
One night in July 1862, with
McClellan's army in Virginia,
Butterfield heard the bugler
sound the call for "Extinguish
Lights." He listened critically
and told several other officers
that he thought it was too formal.
The next morning he called in
the company bugler, Private
Oliver W. Norton of the 83rd
Pennsylvania Infantry, and
whislted a few notes for him.
Norton scribbled them down on
the back of an envelope. Norton
then played th~ notes and th.e
men made a few minor reVIsions. The bugler spent two
days practicing and familiarizing himself with the new call,
and then Butterfield ordered
him to sound it in place of the
regulation evening call..
"The music was beautIful on
that still night," Norton recalled later, "and was heard
far beyond the limits of our
brigade. The next day I was

of "Taps ,;

visited by several ouglers fr?m
neighboring brigad~s as~mg
for copies of the mUSIC, WhIch I
gladly furnished."
.
The new call was at fIrst
named "Lights Out," but soon
came to be known as "Taps."
Words used with the call were
"Put out the lights, go to sleep,
go to sleep, go to sleep. Put out
the lights, go to sleep, go to
sleep."
The lights-out call prove~ t~
be so popular that other dIVIsions took it up and the tune
spread throughout the Northern
Army. Not only did it become
the good night call of the Army
of the Potomac, but when
soldiers of the Confederacy.
heard it, they had their buglers
learn the notes and thus the two
opposing armies adopted the
simple bugle call we hear to
this day.
Butterfield was wounded at
Gettysburg when a shell frag.ment struck him just below the
heart. He returned to his summer home near Kingston, New
York to recuperate.
After a short stay at home he
returned to duty, serving until
the end of the war. A statue
showing a full figure of the
general can be found at Gettysburg.
He was present many years
later for ceremonies at that
battlefield when survivors of
both sides gathered for a reunion. In a letter to an old ar~y
companion, he told how hear.mg
"Taps" there had affected,~Im.
"Somehow," he wrote, m a.
way I cannot explain, it removed from my mind the last
trace of bitterness carried over
from the battlefields. When I
reached Little Round Top, I
saw no blue Of gr~1 uniforms,
just old comrades.
.
.
Butterfield engaged m raIlroading and shipping a~ter t~e
war and lived at CragsIde, hIS
Cold Spring estate overlooking
West Point Military Academy
across the Hudson River. Th~re
he was able to hear the evemng
bugle call as the notes drifted
across the water.
He died at Cragside in 1901 at
the age of 70 and was buried at
West Point, one of the few
soldiers interred there who was
not a graduate of the academy.
"Taps" eventually came to
be sounded over the graves?f
soldiers and sailors and. IS
played at funeral ceremomes
as it was the "last call of the
day. "
But it was never intended to
be a sad song; it was meant ~o
be in General Butterfield s
w~rds, "a call of comfort a.nd
peace, a call to rest, seremty
and faith, with an assurance of
renewed strength with the coming of dawn.

.2..;. 3- F-r" "-p~·~.,.:r-,-: '-'M-a-k-p--~~~o-r~/,~,,~p~r-()~i-p-r~,--';
I-

..

Sm"pt/ Brit/pI' at RpmappII for 1945
It was April 1923 and

.
~he fIr~t

signs of spring were eVIdent m
Germany's Rhineland. T~e
Great War had ended b~t thIS
area was still under AllIed occupation.
In a small village, a Fre~ch
lieutenant (we .shall ~al1 hIm
Dupont) was mspectmg .the
storehouse his ~en h~d Just
completed for theIr eqUIpment.
His detachment belonged to th~
genie - the French Army EngIneer Corps. Dupont belon~e~ to
an old school of Army thmkmg
- the way to keep men out of
mischief was to keep them
busy. He glanced thoughtfully
at bags of cement that ~a? not
been needed in the just fImshed
project.
Occupation duty was not u~pleasant. The weather. wasn t
bad, some of the frUIt. trees
were already in bloom. HIS men
were comfortably billeted. The
food, while not up to French
standards, was adequate. The
town was nice enough..
War hatreds wer~ fadmg
gradually, and the lIeutenant
approved of this. After all,
France and Germany were
neighbors, and they simply had
to get along together. Ne.ver
again would there be a terrIble
calamity like the Great War.
Dupont used to think about
these things as he walked along
the Rhine and watched ~he
barges passing by or the trams
as they cpugged across the
huge railroad bridge that spanned the river.
.
..
One day, musing m thIS vem,
Dupont began to think about the
bridge itsel~. He knew. t~e
bridge contamed deep bUIlt-m
chambers designed to ~ccommodate enough explOSIVes to
blow it up, if the need.arose.
This seemed folly to th~ lIeutenant. Imagine plannmg the
destruction of a tremendous engineering wor~ at the. moment
when it was Just b~mg compieted ! "Une behse," he
thought. "A stupidity."
So, when no new orders came
from higher h~adquarters, the
lieutenant deCIded on a local
project of his own. He w0u.Id use
that leftover cement to fIll the
demolition. chambers on the
railway brIdge. He got th~ blueprints ,fro~ the r.adway
engineer s offI~e. 'l;'he Job kept
his men occupIed for a wee~.
When they finished, the ~emolItion cha~bers were sol.Id CO?crete - fIrm as the brIdge Itself.

G~"

tle vil1age on the Rhme. It was
March 1945, and the invaders
were Americans.
When forward elements of
the Ninth Armored Division arrived on the hill above the town,
they were surprised to find the
bridge still standing. But not
too surprised. The Germ~ns
sometimes waited until the last
moment, so that all of their own
troops could get across. Then
they blew the bridge. Every
bridge. They rarely missed.
In fact Division Intelligence
Officers 'had seen a captured
German manual on bridge
demolition which was the
epitome of Teutonic thoroughness. It described all types of
bridges. It told how many men
were needed for the destruction
of each type, what tools, how
much explosives, where t.o
place them, location of demohtion chambers, etc. Nothing
was omitted. It even included
sketches of how the bridges
should look when dropped into
the river or waterway below.
The Americans had no illusions. One German soldier
across the river would push a
plunger _ and that would be it!
This time it would not be so.
There was a tremendous ex- .
plosion. The bridge shuddered
and seemed to lift off its foundations _ but it did not fall! It settled in place.
The attacking troops were
astounded. Had a lucky hit
from their tank fire severed the
cables to some of the charges?
The Germans on the opposite
bank knew better. They,
remembered that when they
had come to place the explosives, they were shock~~ to
find that the demolItIOn
chambers were solidly filled
with concrete! They could not
drill out the concrete without
endangering the bridge itself,
so the charges had to be placed
on the outside. They increased
the quantity and hoped that
would do the job.
it didn't. The Ninth Armored
fought its way across, cutting
any remaining demolition
cables as it went. Germany's
last defense line was breached.
The GIs moved fast through
the little town _ so fast that
many didn't notice its name _
Remagen. And surely none
among them was aware of a
long-forgotten French lieutenant whose dreams about
peace had unconsciously prepared the way for one of the
most dramatic breakthroughs
of World War II.
-E. O'Connor

My
address
is:
CPT. Edward G. Miller
15989 Cove Ln.
Dumfries, VA 22026

~:j&:.
Picture of the Remagen Bridge as Engineers try to reinforce the
structure shortly before the bridge collapsed on March 17, 1945.

Art Van Blarcum sends this photo taken after the War when the troops ~ere at Eng~estestach~,
G
an on Occupation duty. Shown is Company K, 60th Infantry with theIr barracks In the bac _
g erur:d ~he pictured shown in last issue of the Octofoil showing Co I 60th Inf g~t ole Art to send
taken around the same time in 1945. Art now lives at 10 Cedarst, N. ArlIngton, NJ 07032.

t:~ ph~to

I have become a little older
since I saw you last and a few
changes have come into my life
since then. Frankly, I have become quite a frivolous old gal. I
am seeing five gentlemen every
day.
As soon as I wake up, WHI
Power helps me get out of bed.
Then I go to see John. Then

Charlie Horse comes along, and
when he is here he takes a lot of
my time and attention. When he
leaves Arthur Ritis shows up
and stays the rest of the day. He
doesn't like to stay in one place
very long, so he takes me from
joint to joint. Mter such a busy
day I'm really tired and glad to
go to bed with Ben Gay. What a
life!
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39th Inf. K. Co.

C Co. 47th

GOth Inf. F Co.

Co. C GOth Inf.

JERRY TEACHOUT
1600 W. Struck #165
Orange,Ca.92667
The Teachouts have had a
somewhat uneventful 1990. As
we get older our health seems
to be going downhill faster and
faster.
Jerry was in the hospital
twice this year. Once for
stomach problems. They gave
him all his medications by I. V.
and determined he was allergic
to all the medicine he was taking. The next time to the ER for
several hours with an insulin
reaction. The Cr. cut his daily
intake of insulin and he's been
fine.
In spite of all the heart,
pulmonary, diabetic problems
and having severe osteoporosis
of the spine and all the pain that
goes with it, he's· cheerful and
good natured most of the time.
My biggest problems are with
arthritis, especially in my
thumbs and wrists. Have had to
give up all my craft work which
makes me unhappy. Thank
goodness I can still read.
We were unable to attend the
weddings of Granddaughter #2
in March and Granddaughter #4
in June, but we were able to see
them via video tape. Hooray!
for modern technology. Thus
our family grew by two Grandsons-in-law.
Had some sad news too. A
nephew, 40, died suddenly with
a heart attack leaving a wife
and 3 children.
Our two kids here in the L.A.
area keep tabs on us either in
person or by phone once a
week. Drat! can't even get into
mischief even if we wanted to
or could. Also my Mom calls
often also to check up on us.
She's doing quite well also.
. Our youngest daughter flew
out from Nashville for a week in
Jan. or Feb. It was so good to
see her again. All too soon she
was gone. In September, her
daughter and new hubby won a
trip to San Diego. They spent
four days with us and the rest
with her brother in S.D. It was
Tim's first time in Calif. and I
guess he really enjoyed it.
Shortly after the 9th Div.
Florida reunion Cliff and
Rosalie Painter stopped by for
the day. The. brought us up-todate on all the activities and
news of F. Co. 60th Regt. pe0ple. We all went out to' lunch
and gabbed the rest of the time.
Have run out of news from
warm (80°) So. Calif., but want
to wish all of you the merriest of
Christmases and the brightest
and wonderful New Year.

GERALD J. CHARRON
404 Cross Road
Cocoa, FL 32926
My wife and I went to the 45th
reunion and wouldn't have
missed it for the world. We
would have gone to more of
them, had we known of the
association years ago. It was
good to be with men you served
with 46 years ago. I know
myself, that we were the best
Infantry Division in World War
II and never did get the credit
we deserved. Whenever the
high command wanted a tough
job done, who did they call on to
do it and to do it right? They
called on us "The Old
Reliables" and it was done, but
only we know about it because
it never was in the newspapers.
I think that was unfortunate but
that's the way it happened. We
went to the Memorial Mass and
I was glad with all my heart to
pay tribute and respect to them
who died alongside of me in
some of the battles in the Huertgen Forests and in the Battle of
the Bulge, etc. also for the men
that were wounded. There isn't
a day that goes by that I don't
think about them, that it something you just can't forget and
never will. I'm just glad that I
lived long enought to be able to
pay tribute to those men I served with. "God bless them" and
they will never be forgotten in
my mind as long as I live. I'm
looking forward to the next reunion and hope to see a lot of
men from Co. C there.
I would like to hear from
some of you that were with the
company when we were captured on April 2nd and were
held by the Germans until April
12th, 1945-.\tJ:1en..:I:-~, were
liberated by our troops during
the Battle of the Bulge. I had a
twin brother also who was in A
Co. of the 60th. I would go to see
him after a fine fight to see if he
was okay probably someone
from A Co. remembers me or
my brother Arthur who was a
squad leader. He was discharged later with trench feet which
. he almost lost. I hope to hear
from some of you that
remembers us ''twins.'' I like to
read the Octofoil every issue
and wish I had known about it
sooner than 45 years.

47th Inf. D. Co.

IRWIN J. DUPUY
12233 N. Yorkdale Dr.
Baton Rouge, LA 70811
I am so glad I joined this
beautiful association and had
my first story inserted this past
issue.
I heard from Ron Frank an
old Co. "D" buddy that gave me
names and names of my bud-·
dies I fought alongside. Other
articles I read from Safi to 'the
Elbe made me relive WWII. I
can understand many soldiers
not wanting to remember, but it
is like as obsession with me.
Thanks, Octofoil and those pe0ple that wrote me.
Hq. 2nd Bn. 39th Inf.
RALPHCA~CJ

608 C St. W,
Brunswick, Md. 21716
It has been a rough year. My
wife has been in and out of the

60th Inf. A & D Co.

JOHN K. MOORE
1055-301 Blvd E. #505
Bradenton, Fl. 34203
First off, note the new address at the top of this note. We
have now reached the age when
a retirement home seems advisable.
Second, I read with regret in
the last issue of the Octofoil of
the passing of Travis Muirhead.
Kindly place the enclosed
check in the Memorial Fund in
his name.
When I joined the 60th Inf.
Travis was a battle experienced sargent of long standing. I
relied heavily on his advice as a
combat tested soldier, and had
great respect for him as a
gentlemen, and a leader.
The 9th Div. has lost a good
man and a worthy one in his
passing.
For now, the best of Holiday
Greetings to you and your
missus, and cg.ngratulations on
the good worK you are doing
with the OCTOFOIL.
It is my belief that the OCTOFOIL is the main reason the
Association remains viable and
alive.

JACK A. COLLIER
126 St. John Ave.
St. Louis, Mo. 63119
Enclosed is check in memory
of Goody Brown, Goody was the
wife of George Brown a dear
friend that I met at our reunion
1972 Atlantic City, NJ. This is
but one of the many friends that
I have made since 1971. It sure
is great when Nadine and I arrive at a reunion site and see all
of those familiar faces, new
ones too.
I am always thinking about
those great soldiers of the 9th
that I was fortunate enought to
meet that have passp;d on to
their reward in heaven, Zipfel,
Peliga, Chatto, Rishel, Burr,
Obermiller, to name a few. For
you fellows that read this letter
and have never been to a reunion, you don't know what you
are missing. I will admit it is
nice to see your old foxhole buddy, but there is a bunch of
wonderful guys in all of the
other outfits too. 39th, 47th, 60th
Inf. Regts. MPs,Field Artillery, Enginenrs, Service
Companies.
Howard Brooks the 1st Sgt. of
C Co. 47th wrote an interesting
letter about MOPH shrine. He
also referred to his Purple
Heart serial number, and I will
bet a lot of you old soldiers have
never noticed yours. The
numbers are very small as they
are on the side of the Heart. It
was a long time before I
discovered mine, 337788. I
wrote a letter to Howard and
rambled on about my
memories with C Co. the short
time that I was with them. It's a
shame to say you were lucky to
be wounded but I felt lik£. I was,
when in a nice hospital bed in
England during Battle of the
Bulge. One Organization I am
not eligible to join.
A.T. 47th Inf.

ROGER GARTLAND.
706 Lake Marianna Road
Auburndale, Florida 33823
Everything was in order
when we arrived at our winter
home. Some of the trees didn't
do too well over the summer
months but that· can be expect·
ed.
After reading the .paper, the
Orlando reunion was well attended and there was
something set up for everyone.
We attended
the Florida
Chapter meeting last April and
the walk through the gardens
and lagoons was relaxing. As
soon as Esther picked up a copy
of Octofoil, she remarked,
"Maybe we can attend the r~u
nion in Milwaukee." She receIVed a knee replacement in July
1989 and is able to walk quite
well even though she uses a
cane.
This past summer was a busy
one. Esther had several
doctor's appointments. I did
some painting and puttering
about the house. Yes, I did
some PUTrING on the green at
nearby golf coures. All in all,
we had a busy summer. Both of
us wish you and your family
happy holiday greetings.
A CHUCKLE FOR THE DAY

REMEMBER, old folks are
worth a fortune, with silver in
their hair, gold in their teet~,
stones in their kidneys, lead In
their feet, and gas in their
stomachs.
P .S. The Preacher came to
call the other day. He said at
my age, I should be thinking
. about the hereafter. I told him,
Oh I do all the time. No matter
wh~re I am, in the. parlor, upstairs, in the kitchen or down in
the basement, I ask myself
what am I here after?

Amen.

hospital 3times this year. Starting with open heart surgery led
to other things. Sorry we
couldn't make the reunion and
hello to all the board members.
God Bless you all.

1991 Reunion
Sept 19·21
Milwaukee
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WILLIAM M. DOTY
7 Market Street
Baden, PA 15005
My Dad and Mom save all of
my letters that I sent to them
during my three years in the
service. After 45 years I finally
found enough time and
ga thered together enough
nerve to look through them.
I joined the 9th Division on
October 5, 1944 and was assigned to K. Co., was hit in Huertgen Forest Oct. 6; toured
through six different hospitals
from Leige, Belgium to Winbourne, England and returned
to K. Co. Christmas Day. I remained with K. Co. from my return until Dessau and the Elbe.
Among the letters mentioned
above, I found six different
items that I thought might be of
interest to your readers.
I am enclosing a photocopy of
a Division memorandum dated
15 May, '45 and signed by Gen.
Bradley.
I am enclosing a photocopy of
a 30 cal. machine gun. This was
drawn by Jimmy Cochrane of
New Jersey while we occupied
a Suite for 2 near the Ruhr
River Dams from Christmas
Day 'till the end of January
1945. I am hoping that if this is
published it will somehow be
seen by Jimmy or Sgt. Takars
from Brooklyn, Bill Honus from
Idaho or any of the friends from
the Mach. Gun Section of Mortar Section, in fact, anyone
from K. Co., 3rd Battalion, or
39th Regiment.
I also have photocopies made
of seveJ::al other drawings by
Jimmy\Cochrane; they are cartoons which I feel are in the Bill
Mauldin Class.
If you feel that would be
useful to you I will gladly forward them to you.
Here is hoping this letter will
fill the gap of our loss of the late
Cleveland "Shorty" Blankenship eo as I recall could smile
and
cheerful when under
some pretty horrible condi-·
tions. He was a big, big man.
47th Inf. Serv. Co. & G Co.

n~~r

n

i

'0
ClI

0:
~

>
<

;-

jJ\~O~

-<).;::1: G
U'l

-

"'.l
0

~

r

~

~

......

~,.

<r,li .....·

z
!-

~

0

~

i

~

i-

~

I
~

~

N

!"l

>

"-

'"0

nOD

X.i~c.: ;~
;o~/)

rr; r-

.. n

lII:"

c;

Z .:-J

1> .2(; (:J

g' 'w~"
.,
~ :'
z
C

~t.::

--i

1"1;0

...

r

:0 "J

,,,
.....
0-

en
'.'D

I

c""=
S!:

i;'

ao'
=
Z

...?

l~

t'.J
c)'

r...,;
.(')

Q

N

oc

N
Q

39th Inf. G Co.

GEORGE SEIFERT
Rt. 1, Box 755
Cochise, AZ 85606
Hello Dan - I figure it's
about time to pay another 3
years for the Octofoil and dues,
and a little extra for the Fund.
I look forward to receiving
the Octofoil and reading it from
front to back every month.
Can't make it to any of the
reunions because the weather is
too warm and it is too difficult
to travel then except for short
trips. I won two airline tickets
on Delta Air this summer to
anywhere in the United States,
so waited until October, then
flew to Seattle and from there
flew to North Battleford,
Saskatchewan (to Saskatoon,
and from there to North Battleford) to visit my wife's younger
brother and family. They were
down to visit us in March of this
year and we enjoyed their company so much that we were anxious to see them again. He is a
veteran of 7 plus years in the
Canadian Army - saw action
in Southeast Asia, served in the
U.N. forces in Germany, and
action in Korea. Was wounded
several time and was one of the
few recipients of the Military
Medal. He is very active in
Veteran's affairs and saw to it
that on the return trip, a wheelchair was waiting for me at
every stop - I can only walk
short distances so that was a
great help.
I hear from John Fasel and
Robert Smith and lowe them
each a letter - they are very
faithful in keeping in touch.
Hello to everyone and if any
one wants to correspond, I will
do my best to answer - I like to
hear from anyone.
We go on short trips to
Laughlin, Nevada and to see
the children in the San Diego
area, but my wife can drive to
these places and it is easier on
my feet and legs.
Bye for now.

ALLEN KELLEY
5151 Mandarin Drive
Oceanside, CA 02056
Having read my latest edition
of the Octofoil, and learning of
the shortfall in the association
treasury, I immediately got out
the old checkbook, blew off the
dust and cobwebs and wrote the
enclosed check. I am a lifetime
member and I have been feeling somewhat guily about
receiving such a fine publication as the Octofoil all these
years for such a small investment. I realize that inflation
being ever-present and ongoing, sooner or later makes an
increase in dues necessary.
I would like to hear from
anyone who served in Service
Company 47th Inf. from August
1945 to June 1946, especially
Harry Leroy. Harry and I Servo Co. 47
transported and dispersed the A. MICOLUCCI
regimental gas supply every- 1614 Lynnwood Dr.
day for almost a year during H~vertown, Pa. 19083
the occupation of Germany. We
Enclosed find dues for three
had double sideboards on the solid years, and If I had to write
back of our "Jimmy", 6 X 6's, a few words it would be idenso that we could carry 400 jerry tical to what I read in the last
'cans of gasoline, enough to ruin paper written by Mr. Fitz. the springs and blowout the patrick, hope he doesn't mind.
tires of a 2lh ton truck loaded Went to many reunions, but getwith 8 tons of gasoline. If all this ting up in age it is hard to travel
sounds like so much banal, in- so far and my wife and I can't
sane twaddle, I suppose it is wait till it comes up here, the
just that, except that its my Northeastern part of the states.
recollection of everyday life in
the 9th Division occupation
D Co. 60th Inf.
forces. If I had to lift two 40 or
JAMES CANADA
50 pound jerry cans at the same
Box 434
time and stock them 4 tiers high
Shannon, Ga. 30172-0434
for a total of 400 cans today, I
Enclosed dues for 1991. I
would end up in the hospital for
don't know what has happened
the rest' of my life. That's
to all the guys from D Co. I
assuming that I got past the haven't seen any names that I
first 2 cans.
recognize, maybe they are like
Hope to see you all in me and don't write often.
Milwaukee in 1991. Merry Haven't gone to any reunions
Christmas and a Happy New but read the Octofoil from front
to back and try to keep up with
Year to all.
all the news.

